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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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I) [X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 April 2005 . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)(3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 5-10 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Eklund et.al. (6,055,666). 

With respect to claim 5, Eklund in a helmet/face mask discloses: a chin guard 
(Figs. 6-10), wherein the chin guard comprises an internal closed cavity (12, 12', 12") 
which has at least one opening (at 11, 11', 11") towards an interior portion of the 
helmet/face mask, wherein the cavity comprises one or more openings (4, 7) towards 
an outside portion of the chin guard. 

With respect to claim 6, Eklund discloses wherein the chin guard comprises two 
parallel plates (Figs. 6-10) with an intermediate cavity, which is airtight at an upper edge 
thereof. 

With respect to claim 7, Eklund discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard has 
an opening in a lower edge of the chin guard (at 1 3, U). 

With respect to claim 8, Eklund discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard has 
an opening in a lower edge of the chin guard (at 13, U). 
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With respect to claim 9, Eklund discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard has 
one or more openings towards the outside portion of the chin guard (1 3, U) located on a 
side of the chin guard. 

With respect to claim 10, Eklund discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard 
has one or more openings towards the outside portion of the chin guard (13, U) located 
on a side of the chin guard. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

Claims 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tanaka (6,640,345). 
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With respect to claim 5, Tanaka discloses: a helmet with a chin guard (1a), 
wherein the chin guard comprises an internal closed cavity (note Fig. 6) which has at 
least one opening towards an interior portion of the helmet (at 22a), wherein the cavity 
comprises one or more openings towards an outside portion of the chin guard (note 
arrows in Fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 6, Tanaka discloses wherein the chin guard comprises two 
parallel plates with an intermediate cavity, which is airtight at an upper edge thereof 
(Fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 7, Tanaka discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard 
has an opening in a lower edge of the chin guard (Fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 8, Tanaka discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard 
has an opening in a lower edge of the chin guard (Fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 9, Tanaka discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard 
has one or more openings towards the outside portion of the chin guard located on a 
side of the chin guard (Fig. 6, at 24). 

With respect to claim 10, Tanaka discloses wherein the cavity in the chin guard 
has one or more openings towards the outside portion of the chin guard located on a 
side of the chin guard (Fig. 6, at 24). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The balance of art is cited to show helmet/face mask with chin 
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guards: 6,868,852; 6,425,143; 6,405,382; 5,212,843; 5,093,938; 4,895,172; 4,612,675; 
4,514,864; 4,498,202; 4,583,246; 4,250,577; 3,955,570. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Teena Mitchell whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4798. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday however the examiner 
is on a flexible schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Henry Bennett can be reached on (571 ) 272-4791 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Teena Mitchell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3743 
December 4, 2005 
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